
Rebel Hour Day 2  
by Tim Haag 

 
From the morning journal of Ms. Page 
I had this idea as I sat with my coffee and scone this morning. Buddy looked up at 
me hoping I would be so engrossed in this idea that I might leave the scone 
unattended. No such luck, Hungry Dog. Anyway, I want our classroom journals to 
be different. 

*** 
"Okay, class, it's time you had an audience for your writing! Turn to the next clean 
page in your journal, please…" 
Are we ready? 
You're going to create a character. They don't have to stay with you for long…if you 
want to create a different one tomorrow, that’s fine….But for now, rev up your 
pencils and imaginations….And two things if you’re not sure how to start--a stick 
figure is fine--and--here is a short 'how-to' checklist of things to think about when 
you're sketching...Just to show you that you’re not expected to be an accomplished 
artist, here are a few of my characters that I created while I had my coffee….So, go 
ahead and of course I'm not grading these. This is just an exercise. If I had you run 
a lap, you would see it as exercise, right?  Well, this is almost like that. You're not a 
world champion runner, but you still run the lap. Well, here, you're not a 
world-renowned artist, but I'm still expecting you to do this sketch. And really, 
anyone can put together a pair of eyes, some hair, a mouth, and a nose, right?" 
 
From the journal of Beth Carson: 
Yep, it's day 2 and Ms. Page is officially off the deep end. She's having us sketch 
characters, new people or beings or creatures or whatever…from our imagination. 
She gave us directions and suggestions non-stop. I think she was nervous. \˜≥˜/  

*** 
"Okay, writers, we have ten minutes left in the day. Could you please take out your 
journals?” 
"…Beth, that means you too. Thank you." 



"Okay, turn to the back page of your journal. And turn it upside down. Hold it up for 
me and show me you're on track. Now take a pen or pencil and at the top of the 
page write the words 'Reflection Journal'. If you're not sure how to spell it, check 
the whiteboard. The word is there and waiting for you."  
"So when we write in our reflection journals in our last ten minutes, we look back at 
what we or you did that day and we can look inside ourselves at how we reacted to 
the day's happenings. And remember, if you don't want to 'talk' to yourself in your 
journal, you can talk to your new journal characters that you sketched this 
morning.” 
 
From the reflection journal of Beth Carson: 
Yep, she's loco all right. We now have to write in a second journal. My arm is going 
to fall off, I'm sure of it. But at least she lets us sketch while we write. And she says 
we can talk to our characters. First off, I'm liking the sketching because both my 
new characters resemble Ms. Page. All the way down to the glasses that she props 
on her head and which fall off three or four times a day.  
Meanwhile, I am not at all thrilled that our school doesn’t have morning break 
anymore. That's just cruel. 
 

From the reflection journal of Ms. Page: 
Beth’s eyes are on me again. She was surprisingly accepting of this idea of a second 
journal, but still she’s making sure I’m doing my own writing. She’ll make a good 
teacher someday. 


