


How to use these prompts

Click on any prompt. Find a story idea that spurs your visualization process or begins to 
write itself and let it happen!
Revisit prompts that didn’t work a month ago. The preceding 672 hours may change your 
perception of those ideas.
Let my prompts serve only as springboards. Change their setting, character(s), character 
gender or motivation, tone of the spoken words. In other words, don’t lock yourself into my 
idea.
Combine prompts to create interesting possibilities.
Create your own and write from your own prompts.

Ten ways I have used prompts

1.  If, during my morning pages, I’m bored with writing about me and all that entails, I call 
up a prompt.

2.  If I’m stuck at a point in one of my fiction drafts, I thumb through prompts to find a 
character’s action or a piece of dialogue that, at the very least, nudges me into the ‘What 
if…’ mode.

3.  I will close an unproductive writing day with a burst of prompts to build some momentum 
for my next session.

4.  I often merge two or more prompts into a scene for practice writing or one that might 
show up in a work-in-progress.

5.  I have reduced one of my hard copies to 1000 strips of paper, each containing a prompt. I 
pull out four or five at a time and see what story develops.

6.  I often change a prompt’s character from male to female or the viewpoint from 
first-person to third-person if it serves my work at the moment.

7.  While these prompts are G-rated in their original form, some of them morph in other 
directions. 

8.  I’ve changed one or more of a prompt’s verbs or nouns to suit my inspiration.

9. Just for fun, I’ve scanned prompts to see if any of them fit with current events.

10. MORE AND MORE OFTEN, I’ve used the prompts to generate blog posts.
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1. “Sorry, I needed time to think.”
2. The message appeared at the bottom of our TV: I’ve got a great idea and it 

involves you!
3. It’s all set. I’ll text you the details later.
4. I want you to meet ‘Ideal Mother 2.0’.
5. “Please don’t call me that.”
6. Do you really have a crying disorder?
7. “My lawyer doesn’t want me talking to anybody.”

“You’re nine years old! What do you need a lawyer for?”
8. Could you remind me again why I’m even here?
9. Police showed up right just as I pulled into the driveway.

10. “No it really wasn’t like that! I think…"
11. “Where did you buy that?”
12. This was clearly a case of premeditated pie theft.
13. That couldn’t have been the answer…we needed to dig deeper.
14. “I had forgotten what a pompous shrub you really are!”
15. “Who was your sous chef last night? There’s an issue…”
16. “You’re right. You should have been a character in the book, as the…”
17. “Is this your wallet?” She snatched it from my hand as she glared at me.
18. “Stick to the story, ma’am, otherwise we’re going to be here for hours.”
19. The crime scene was hideous…croissants and scones strewn everywhere.
20. I had to keep busy somehow. Why not be a cat-walker? 
21. “Hey, leave the real police work to me.”

We rolled our eyes and let him through…
22. “Really? You need to carry that golf bag everywhere?”
23.  I would say that you are innocent until proven stupid.
24. He’s always been into that kind of stuff. You know—checkers, Monopoly, 

Chutes and Ladders.
25. Why he had to kick in the door, I’ll never know. Then I showed him the key.

Photo by Lum3n from Pexels

Image by ElisaRiva from Pixabay 

https://www.pexels.com/@lum3n-44775?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/close-up-of-hand-over-white-background-316465/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://pixabay.com/users/ElisaRiva-1348268/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2924175
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2924175


26. “He’s really a nice guy without his mean, vicious thugs hanging around.”
27. “Whatever you do, don’t let anyone in!” Luckily, she didn’t say anything about 

animals.
28. “Whoa, that can’t be good.” She had no idea…
29. “We were fine! We didn’t need you to rescue us!” The tapping on the window 

suggested otherwise…
30. She had a brilliant future ahead of her. But the next ten seconds would prove 

memorably embarrassing…
31. “So, what’s your game anyway?”
32. “You’re a grown man and you still don’t know how to make a pancake?”
33. The store manager wasn’t thrilled with the way I tried on shirts…
34. “What just happened? All these sad people are just hugging their brains out.”
35. It was time to fess up and tell them where I got the recipe. They were not going to 

be happy, especially…
36. “I’m so sorry for your loss.”

“My last apple fritter.” She sobbed. “My last apple fritter.”
37. I didn’t want to look like a weirdo…
38. “It’s so sad, they’ll never see him again.”
39. “What’s your first name?”     

“James.”     
“Uh, no, I don’t think so.”

40. I heard on a podcast that all 11-year-olds…
41. She also says that the TV communicates with them.
42. “What are your students prattling on about this time?” 
43. “I don’t want you telling people about this.”
44. “What do you think? It’s illegal, right?” 

“I think that crowd chasing us thinks it is.”
45. “Bye, thanks for coming. Don’t come back!”
46. We were just going to keep plowing ahead, no matter the risks…
47. “We just have to keep him entertained for a half-hour. What could go wrong?”
48. “I’m really bad at that.”

“Yeah, we kind of figured that out.”
49. “Sorry, I’m not the superhero you think I am.”
50. My uncle was the richest man in the world and I wasn’t thrilled…
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